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CHRISTINA HOUSE Los Angeles Times 


NEIGHBORS Carol Martin, left, and Sally Marsilio walk past homeless tents near their Fountain Valley con- 
dos. Orange County is clearing the Santa Ana River trail, which has seen a surge of transients living there. 


Along ‘skid row south,’ 
an order to move out 


Tensions over homeless focus on Santa Ana River trail 


By ANH Do 
AND HANNAH FRY 


The message on fliers 
stapled to wooden poles 
along the Santa Ana River 
trail in Orange County was 
clear to Sergio Guerra: 

Move. 

For the hundreds of 
homeless people who cre- 
ated a makeshift community 
of tents and encampments 
along the river’s concrete 
edges between Fountain 
Valley and Anaheim, it’s 
time to either pack up or face 
arrest. 

“We can keep debating, 
but really, we have no one to 
turn to,” said Guerra, 44, 
who is among dozens of peo- 
ple living along the trail. 
“This happens to us over 


Milder 
pill may 
be best 


for pain 


Over-the-counter 
drugs are found to be 
at least as effective 
as narcotic remedies. 


By MELISSA HEALY 


In an opioid epidemic 
that currently claims an av- 
erage of 91 lives per day, 
there have been many paths 
to addiction. For some, it 
started with a fall orasports 
injury, a trip to a nearby 
emergency room and a pre- 
scription for a narcotic pain 
reliever that seemed to work 
wellin the ER. 

New research under- 
scores howtragically risky — 
and unnecessary — such 
prescribing choices have 
been. 

In anew study of patients 
who showed up to an emer- 
gency department with 
acute pain in their shoul- 
ders, arms, hips or legs, re- 
searchers found that a cock- 
tail of two non-addictive, 
over-the-counter drugs re- 
lieved pain just as well as — 
and maybe just alittle better 
than — a trio of opioid pain 
medications widely pre- 
scribed under such circum- 
stances. 

The epidemic of opiate 
addiction, which has left 
about 2 million Americans 
addicted to narcotic pain- 
killers, has claimed more 
than 183,000 lives since 1999, 
according to the U.S. Cen- 
ters for Disease Control and 

[See Painkillers, A14] 
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and over. I go from one city to 
this city, and now I’ll have to 
find another city. We just 
have to take whatever stuff 
we can carry and move on.” 

Over the last few years, 
Orange County has watched 
as the banks ofthe river have 
been transformed into what 
some officials describe as 
“skid row south,” a desper- 
ate and swelling community 
of homeless people. 

The homeless problem 
has overwhelmed the afflu- 
ent county, where growing 
communities of transients 
have sparked concern and at 
times conflict in numerous 
cities. Anaheim earlier this 
year removed bus benches in 
its Disneyland resort dis- 
trict after complaints about 
homeless people sleeping on 

[See River, A8] 
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MARIA DURAND, who helped teach Bible study at the First Baptist Church of 
Sutherland Springs, mourns at a memorial for the 26 people killed in the shooting. 


‘Gave last breath trying 
to protect those babies’ 


Stories of sacrifice and loss in Texas church shooting 


By SONALI KOHLI, 
MAKEDA EASTER 
AND JENNY JARVIE 


SUTHERLAND 
SPRINGS, Texas — Mandi 
Lookingbill was at home in 
San Antonio on Sunday 
morning when the phone 
rang. It was her brother. Had 
she heard the news? There 
was a mass shooting 45 
minutes away in Sutherland 
Springs, at the local church 
that their sister and her fam- 


ily attended. 

They tried to reach their 
sister, Joann Lookingbill 
Ward, but nobody answered 
her phone. 

Then Mandi got a call 
from 9-year-old Rihanna 
Tristan, her sister’s daugh- 
ter. 

“Aunt Mandi,” she said 
between screams. “My 
momma and my sisters ... 
got shot.” 

In all, 26 people were 
kiled and 20 others 
wounded by the lone gun- 


man who invaded the sanc- 
tuary at the First Baptist 
Church of Sutherland 
Springs. 

The death toll includes 
an unborn child, an 18- 
month-old and a77-year-old. 

Many were children. The 
adults included grand- 
parents, stay-at-home 
moms and a healthcare 
training professional. They 
had their faith in common 
and came together for things 
like the church’s fall festival, 

[See Victims, Ati] 
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Trump-X1 
ond focus 
of China visit 


Beijing is giving U.S. 
president a red carpet 
welcome, but it wont 
be yielding to his 
demands, analysts say. 


By NOAH BIERMAN 
AND BRIAN BENNETT 


BEIJING — The two men 
smiled as they strolled amid 
the swaying palm trees. 
They dined on pan-seared 
Dover sole, aged prime strip 
steak and Sonoma Coast 
Chardonnay beneath glim- 
mering chandeliers. They 
shared an antique sofa for 
the group photo with their 
wives. 

President Trump and 
Chinese President Xi Jin- 
ping were calling each 
other friend by the end of 
their springtime retreat at 
Trump’s Florida club, Mar- 
a-Lago — arelationship that 
would have been unimagin- 
able months earlier. 

During his campaign, 
Trump complained Xi was 
“ripping us off,” threatened 
him with trade sanctions 
and vowed that the closest 
the Chinese leader would 
come to a state dinner was a 


trip to McDonald’s. 

On Monday in Japan, 
Trump expressed his new 
view: “I like him a lot. I con- 
sider him a friend. With that 
being said, he represents 
China; I represent the 
United States.” 

Expect the good times to 
continue when Xi figura- 
tively rolls out an ultra-wide 
red carpet to host Trump in 
Beijing — a “state visit-plus” 
in the words of the Chinese 
ambassador to the United 
States. 

After arriving Wednes- 
day afternoon, Trump and 
First Lady Melania Trump 
are scheduled to join Xi and 
his wife, Peng Liyuan, for 
tea, a tour ofthe ancient For- 
bidden City, an opera per- 
formance and dinner. 

The Chinese, much like 
the Japanese and South Ko- 
reans on the first two stops 
of Trump’s five-nation Asia 
tour, believe the gilded treat- 
ment is the best way to play 

[See China, A4] 


Dialing it back on 
Korean peninsula 


President Trump speaks 
to the North’s leadership 
in unusually measured 
tones. WORLD, A3 
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PRESIDENTS Trump and Xi Jinping of China meet 
for dinner in April at Mar-a-Lago resort in Florida. 


Dismayed 
[rump voters 
threaten GOP 


Some independents 
and others who 


backed him in 2016 
say they regret it. 


By MICHAEL FINNEGAN 


Anthony Miles figured 
that Donald Trump, rich as 
he was, could not be bought 
off. Now he regrets voting for 
him. 

“He said he was going to 
drain the swamp,” said 
Miles, 62, a computer 
programmer who lives in 
Middletown, Conn. “All he’s 
done is restocked it.” 

Miles was especially ap- 
palled by President Trump’s 
appointment, since with- 
drawn, of a drug czar who 
took pharmaceutical dona- 
tions as a congressman and 
wrote a law that thwarted 
federal power to punish 
companies that fuel opioid 
abuse. 

A year after Trump 
stunned the world by defeat- 
ing Hillary Clinton in one of 
the most consequential elec- 


tions of modern times, the 
president is breaking re- 
cords for unpopularity. 
Since World War II, no other 
president has scored Gallup 
approval ratings as low as 
Trump’s during his first year 
in office. He bottomed out 
last week at 33%. 

That’s largely because of 
Americans who voted for 
Trump but disapprove of 
the way he has conducted 


himself in office. 
Many of them, like Miles, 
are independents. Some 


were never Trump fans, but 
cast ballots for him out of 
loathing for Clinton. They 
were essential to his elector- 
al college victory, securing 
his narrow wins in Michigan, 
Wisconsin and Pennsylva- 

nia. 
They will also be crucial 
[See Voters, A9] 


Big election wins 
for Democrats 
Gubernatorial victories 
in Virginia and New 
Jersey boost party’s 
hopes for 2018. NATION, A6 


UCLA players 
accused of theft 


Three Bruins on the 
basketball team’s visit 
to China are suspected 
of shoplifting, clouding 
their future. SPORTS, D1 


Weather 
Mostly sunny. 
L.A. Basin: 75/58. B6 


Redesign planned 
for Snapchat 


The messaging app will 
be retooled as its maker 
struggles with tepid user 
growth. BUSINESS, C1 
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